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Message from the President

Happy Fall SRM Members!
It is hard to believe that fall is here and we are only a few short weeks from our
Wyoming Section SRM meeting. This year we are joining with the Wyoming Chapter of
President
The Wildlife Society (TWS) in Cody on November 15-17. The meeting is filled with
Jessica Crowder
opportunities to learn more about research happening in and around Wyoming, better
Jessica.crowder@wyo.gov
understand sage-grouse monitoring, network with professionals from across the state and
even try your hand at some sketching. The meeting also offers an opportunity to tour The
President-Elect
Nature Conservancy’s Heart Mountain Ranch and the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. And,
Mae Smith
in keeping with recent traditions, students and professionals alike can engage in some
maep@uwyo.edu
friendly competitions through the Pro/Am Event. Professionals – make sure you get signed
Past President
up for both the Undergraduate Range Management Exam and the Plant Identification
Windy Kelley
competitions!
wkelley@uwyo.edu
The SRM is hosting Dr. Larry Butler, host of RFD TV’s “Out on the Land”, at this
year’s meeting. Dr. Butler will be the opening keynote speaker. I fully expect to hear some
Secretary/Treasurer
jokes, poetry and conservation success stories during Dr. Butler’s presentation. As a bonus,
Marji Patz
Dr. Butler has also agreed to speak to the group during the technical sessions on
Marji.patz@wy.usda.gov
communicating conservation messages to the public.
Mae Smith (WY Section SRM President-Elect) and Holly Copeland (TWS) have
NE Council Rep.
Kassie Bales
worked hard to put together this meeting. If you have not registered yet, please do so soon!
Kassie.bales@wy.usda.gov
In other meeting news, the SRM Board of Directors has approved the bid submitted by the
Wyoming and Colorado Sections to host the 2020 Annual Meeting in Loveland, Colorado!
SE Council Rep.
This is exciting news for our Section. Planning has already begun and the Colorado Section
Sarah Kauer
has been a great partner in this undertaking. Wyoming has several active volunteers in this
skauer@uwyo.edu
venture, but we could always use more! Please let Chuck Butterfield know if you are
interested in helping plan the 2020 Annual Meeting.
NW Council Rep.
Finally, I would like to take this moment to thank several people who have brought
Curtis Bryan
their
skills
to the Wyoming Section over the past several years. Our outgoing Past
cbryan@blm.gov
President, Windy Kelley, has been an asset to the Section. Through her leadership we have
SW Council Rep.
been able to focus our efforts on several projects and programs, making our Section function
Bryan Christensen
more efficiently with greater impact. Thank you Windy! We also have two hard-working
Bryan.christensen@wy.usda.g council members rotating off the council this year. Bryan Christensen (SW Council
ov
Representative) and Kassie Bales (NE Council Representative) have been active council
members. I appreciate the perspectives they have brought to the Council over the past two
Newsletter Editor
years. And last but not least, Brain Sebade deserves recognition for patiently gathering our
Brian Sebade
articles and formatting them into this useful newsletter. Thank you! If you have an
WySRMeditor@gmail.com
opportunity, please thank these SRM members for their work.
I look forward to seeing each of you in Cody!
My Best,
Jessica
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Don’t forget to register for the WY-SRM & TWS meeting in Cody!
The meeting is Nov. 15-17, 2016 at the Holiday Inn.
Agenda for the meeting is at: http://wytwsconference.org/schedule/
Register by visiting: http://wytwsconference.org/register/
Be sure and sign up for the Pro-Am contest and test your skills! Also, sign
up for the SRM Student Awards and Business Luncheon. We’re feeding
you a nice meal for FREE!
Hurry because tour spots and some workshops are limited.
Sponsor the meeting or sign up for a tradeshow booth at: https://wysrm-tws2016.eventbrite.com
We would love some help at the meeting. Please sign up for
a volunteer time at: http://signup.com/go/qgxMm9
See you there!

2017 Council and President Elections
Elections are once again here for the Wyoming Section of the Society for Range
Management. All Votes are due no later than noon on November 16th, 2016. Paper
votes can be turned in at the registration desk during the annual meeting or mailed
to WY SRM Secretary Marji Patz, at 1017 Hwy 14A Powell, WY 82435. You may also
email your votes to WySRMeditor@gmail.com.
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Election Information
Looking ahead to next year, the Council positions for the Northeastern and Southwestern
Regions are currently open.
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2017 WY SRM BALLOT
Vote for one in each division.
Ballots are due by Nov. 16th, 2016 at NOON.
Northeast Area Representative
_____ Thad Berrett
_____ Clay Wood
_____ Write-in Candidate: ____________________________________________

Southwest Area Representative
_____ Glenn Owings
_____ Shari Meeks
_____ Write-in Candidate: ____________________________________________

President-Elect
_____ Bryan Christensen
_____ Write-in Candidate: ____________________________________________
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Clay Wood
Northeast Council Candidate

I grew up on the family ranch near
Sundance Wyoming. Upon graduation from high
school I attended the University of Wyoming and
received a Bachelor’s degree in Rangeland
Ecology and Watershed Management with a
minor in Reclamation and Restoration Ecology.
While in college I was an active member of the
University of Wyoming Range Club and the
Wyoming Student Alumni Association.
After graduating from UW I began
working as a Vegetation Ecologist with BKS
Environmental Associates, Inc. of Gillette and
worked on many projects across Wyoming,
Montana, Colorado, and Utah. In this position I
had the opportunity to lead various projects,
typically consisting of environmental baseline
studies and reclamation monitoring for multiple
energy industries. In 2015, I returned to the
University of Wyoming to pursue a master’s

degree in Plant Sciences with emphasis in Weed
Science. I have a desire to understand invasive
species, their effects on rangelands, and to
improve control measures. My research focuses
on variation in cheatgrass infestations and
applying ecological threshold concepts to aid in
making landscape scale management decisions.
In addition to my research, I am also an adjunct
faculty member for Sheridan College where I
teach Principles of Rangeland Management.
Teaching this class has been a very exciting and
rewarding experience as I get to work with
future rangeland managers and help them
expand their knowledge in our field.
Currently I am the chairman of the
Fundraising Committee for the Wyoming Section
and have worked to enhance and improve our
fundraising activities at the section level. I am a
member of the SRM Young Professionals
Conclave at the national level. I am also a
Director at Large for the Wyoming Weed
Management Association whose mission is to
facilitate effective management of invasive
species in Wyoming. I am an active participant
in SRM events at both the section and national
level and have had the opportunity attended the
past four section meetings and international
meetings of SRM. I would like to become more
involved within our section to continue to
improve the education and professional
development opportunities that have been
established by continuing to encourage student
involvement and participation as well as
providing valuable information to range
managers through workshops and annual
meetings.
I believe the SRM is a great
organization promoting the sustainable
management of rangelands across the US and
abroad and I am proud to be a member of this
organization. I hope you will support me in
becoming the Northeast Council Representative
and look forward to serving you by continuing to
provide
educational
and
networking
opportunities for all members of the Wyoming
Section.
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Thad Berrett
Northeast Council Candidate

I am a District Rangeland Management
Specialist at the Powder River Ranger
District in Buffalo, Wyoming. I have been
with the Bighorn National Forest for just
under two years and worked as a District
Rangeland Management Specialist on the
Salmon Challis National Forest in Mackay,
Idaho prior to this position. I have broad
experience in range management working
for several agencies including Idaho State
Lands, NRCS, BLM, and the Forest Service. I
attended college at the University of Idaho
where I received a degree in Range
Livestock Management.
I enjoy working closely with permittees and
other resource staff to manage our public
lands and the multiple uses that occur on
these lands. I have done the typical agency
range duties of annual use monitoring, long
term vegetative condition monitoring, and
working on allotment management plans.
In addition to this experience I have also
worked on a Resource Management Plan
revision with the BLM and a couple of
lawsuits during my time with the Salmon

Challis National Forest. Both of these
experiences taught me the importance of
sound resource management, cooperation
with land users and outside groups, and
good data management.
Willow browsing by herbivores has been a
topic of concern on the Bighorn National
Forest and the Powder River Ranger District
where I work. We are monitoring willow
browse closely to partition use between
wildlife and domestic ungulate use. This
monitoring is extensive but will hopefully
yield a large amount of data to help answer
some of the questions surrounding willow
die back and browse issues on the Forest.
I held a position on the board of directors of
South Dakota SRM while living in Belle
Fourche, South Dakota. I am currently a
Certified Professional in Rangeland
Management which I have held since 2010.
I appreciate the opportunity that SRM
provides for sharing knowledge between
resource professionals in diverse fields. I
would appreciate your vote for SRM
Northeast Council and an opportunity to
provide input for this great Wyoming SRM
chapter.
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Shari Meeks
Southwest Council Candidate
walleye and northern pike, hiking, hunting,
or riding my horse, Norman. Norman and I
moved out to Jackson, Wyoming in 2006 to
work for the Bridger-Teton National Forest
as a seasonal Soil Scientist. Wyoming
quickly embraced us and now we live in
Bondurant with my husband, Zane, and two
kids, Noel and Tessa.

I grew up in southwest Minnesota- in the
heart of agriculture. Much of my childhood
was spent on my Grandparents’ Century
Farm, helping with livestock and growing
row crops. My Grandmother had a huge
garden…and I was just the girl to jump in
and get my hands dirty! This is where my
passion for agriculture and natural
resources started. I focused my classes in
high school around natural resources and
worked on several wetland and tall grass
prairie restoration projects in and around
my hometown. I continued my endeavors
at South Dakota State University where I
obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Rangeland
Management and participated in Range
Club and on the Collegiate Soils Judging
Team. My senior year I took First Place
Individual in the Region 5 Soils Judging
Contest. When I wasn’t digging in a soils pit
or working, you could find me fishing for

From 2006-2015, my career was pieced
together; working for Nelson Engineering in
the Material Testing Lab, the Wyoming
Department of Agriculture in the JIO/PAPO
Office, and as a seasonal contractorobtaining contracts for rangeland
monitoring, ecological site inventory, and
soil survey in the western half of
Wyoming. In 2011, I became a Certified
Professional in Rangeland Management.
I currently work as a Range Specialist at the
Sublette County Conservation District and
enjoy every moment I get to spend on the
range and diggin’ soil pits; educating the
public; and providing technical assistance to
our federal agencies. I have been a
member of SRM since 2004 and have
recently taken over as Chair of the High
School Youth Forum.
I love being a part of SRM and would be
honored to serve you as the Southwest
Council Representative.
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Glenn Owings
Southwest Council Candidate

As the West Area Rangeland Educator with
University of Wyoming Extension, it has
been a privilege to learn from quality coworkers, peers, and community leaders.
Before coming to Wyoming, I earned a B.S.
in Natural Resources and Rangeland
Ecology, and M.S. in Animal and Range
Sciences from Montana State University.
My graduate and summer field work took
me from the cow country of the Missouri
River Breaks to high elevation riparian
zones.
Travelling Wyoming as a range educator, I
am often reminded that a wide array of
tools are required to achieve management
goals. I see each ranch visit, educational
program, and monitoring effort as an
opportunity to sharpen my understanding
of the landscape and those who care for it. I
continue to work toward equipping
ranchers and land managers with applicable

knowledge and skills for creating successful
ecosystem management strategies.
In my view, our ability to adapt as range
managers is more important than ever.
Adapting does not mean compromising our
land ethic or support for agriculture.
Instead, it requires that we commit to
authenticity in professional relationships
and credibility in the methods we use to
assess land health. To me, the Society for
Range Management represents the pursuit
of those values.
Since my membership began in 2010, SRM
resources have benefited my education and
career. I hope to pass along those benefits
to others in the field. To that end, I
appreciate your consideration in selecting
me as Southwest Council Representative. I
would be honored to serve the Wyoming
chapter of SRM in the upcoming term.
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Bryan Christensen
President-Elect Candidate
Hello, I’m Bryan Christensen, I am the Ecological Site Specialist with NRCS in Pinedale. My
position allows me to work in many locations, in many landscapes and with many
knowledgeable folks from many different disciplines.
I grew up in southwestern Wyoming/northeast Utah farming and ranching, attended the
University of Wyoming, and later stated working in rangelands with NRCS. I became a member
of SRM while attending UW in 2004, and have been active ever since.
I am currently serving as the chair of the ESD committee and am on my way out as Southwest
Council Rep. While serving in the council I gained new perspectives in regards to the operation
of the section, from the budget and business end to public relations and the importance of
visibility of the section for future growth. I have enjoyed serving on the council and look
forward to more.
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Wildlife and Rangelands
Workshop
When: Thursday November 10th, 1:00pm-4:00pm
Where: BLM Rendezvous Room, Pinedale Field Office,
1625 W. Pine, Pinedale, WY 82941
University of Wyoming Extension is hosting a free workshop for
anyone interested in learning about ongoing local research pertaining
to wildlife and rangelands. Invited speakers are as follows:
-1:00-1:15pm Glenn Owings, UW Extension: Wildlife and Rangelands,
Intersecting Disciplines
-1:15-2:00pm Gabe Barille, UW: Update on Boreal Toad Research
-2:00-2:40pm Dr. Derek Scasta, UW Extension: Wildlife:Livestock
Dietary and Spatial Overlap Research
-2:40-2:50pm Break
-2:50-3:30pm Dr. Gary Beauvais, Wyoming Natural Diversity
Database, UW: Endangered Species Act, Current and Potential Listing
Considerations
-3:30-4:00pm Josh Hemenway and Dale Woolwine, Pinedale BLM:
Greater Sage-Grouse Geophagy in the Upper Green River Basin
No RSVP is necessary. E-mail Glenn Owings at gowings@uwyo.edu with
questions, or call 307-367-4380.
The University of Wyoming is an equal opportunity/affirmative action institution. Contact the
County Extension Office to request special accommodations if needed to fully participate.
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