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Spring Issue 2018 

Message from the President 
Welcome to spring Range Nerds! 
 
Hopefully the winter has treated you well.  There are a few things that I would 
like to cover this quarter.   
 
First, is that the International Meeting in Sparks, NV was a great meeting 
(although I didn’t get to attend it all).  Several of the Wyoming members were 
able to attend.  In addition, several of our council members attended a meeting 
with the Editor in Chief of Rangelands, along with members of the Rangelands 
steering committee and members of the Utah Section to discuss a response to the 
letter our Section submitted regarding an article published in the August 2017 
issue of Rangelands (Carter et al.).  Our message was well received!  As a result 
of this, the Wyoming Section has submitted a rebuttal in the form of a Letter to 
the Editor, addressing the issues that were brought up in our original letter; while 
the Utah section will be submitting their own rebuttal in the form of a Viewpoint 
Article, addressing the data issues in the article.  While the article is still 
accessible for viewing, our hopes are that with these rebuttals, the issues within 
will be addressed and use of the article will be limited.  Also at the annual 
meeting we were given a chalk board that with the hashtag WE ARE 
RANGELANDS to pass around the state as a social media campaign.  All you 
need to do is snap a picture of you doing range work, upload it to social media 
with #respectontherange and pass it on the next person. 
 
Second, the Wyoming Section Council met on March 2nd with a full plate.  Items 
of discussion were the upcoming 2020 International Meeting being hosted jointly 
between the WY and CO Sections.  The planning crew are still/always looking 
for volunteers for the various committees, contact Chuck Butterfield if you are 
interested.  Also on the agenda was our committee structure, which is addressed 
in further detail in the newsletter.   A big item of discussion was… we have a 
new website!!  www.wyomingrangelands.org is up and running, please go and 
check it out!  If you need anything posted to the website, Bree Lind is the person 
you want to talk to.  Don’t forget about the WY Section Facebook page either. 
We are all over the web these days!  The winds of change are blowing and we 
are moving in the right direction. 
in. 

Please see next page  
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Our next council meeting is scheduled for May 8th at 2pm, this will be a conference/video call.  Call 
in information will be available soon.  If you would like something on the agenda, or simply like to 
call in let me know. 
 
Clay Wood is actively putting together this year’s Section Meeting.  This year the meeting will be 
held in Sheridan, and the tentative dates are October 9-11th mark your calendars!  Along with that, 
your submissions for awards at the section meeting will go through Mae Smith.  I know there are 
many deserving folks out there, so please get your submissions in. 
 
And finally, WyRED is fast approaching, the dates are June 4-8, 2018.  This year it will be held in 
Fremont County just outside of Lander.  Also, there is going to be a couple of field days to expand 
on our ESD discussions, which are tentatively scheduled for May 10th in the Big Horn Basin and 
May 31st in the Wind River Basin (weather permitting).  Go to the website or contact Marji Patz for 
more info on all these events. 
 
And, as always, if there is anything that your council can do for you please don’t hesitate to contact 
us! 
 
Happy Clipping, 
Bryan  
 

 
 

USDA – NRCS Powell Soil Survey Office is hosting two field days for Ecological Site Field 
Application. 

These field days will be held on May 10th in the Big Horn Basin and May 31st in the Wind River 
Basin. 

 
For more information contact Marji Patz at the following information: 

Office: 307-271-3130 
Email: marji.patz@wy.usda.gov 

 
Specific information will be published via a rangeflash. 
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June 19, 2018 NEWIGWG “Medusa-nata” Field Tour Agenda 
8:30 AM – Welcome, Logistics, NEWIGWG Update 
9:00 AM – State of the Science on Ventenata Management, Dr. Timothy Prather, University of Idaho, 
9:45 AM – Lessons from the Cache Valley Medusahead Task Force 
10:30 AM – Depart from Sheridan Research and Extension Center 
11:00 AM – Early Creek Medusahead Site 
11:45 AM – Tour multi-invader site that was treated October 2017 
12:30 PM – Catered lunch in the field 
1:30 PM – Aerial herbicide application demonstration 
2:00 PM – Side-by-side herbicide comparison for ventenata management 
4:00 PM – Adjourn 
 
Monday June 18 Optional Pre-Tour and Cookout 
Tour of the Sheridan Research and Extension Center, with an emphasis on ongoing weed science and 
rangeland restoration programs. 
Pseuodomonas flourescens MB906 plots (applied Fall 2015) 
Esplanade at various spring timings for cheatgrass control (applied Spring 2016) 
Esplanade and Method for reseeding of native perennial grasses (initiated Spring 2016) 
Evaluation of various herbicides for bulbous bluegrass management (applied Spring 2017; Spring 2018) 
Chronic herbicide toxicity for Canada thistle management (Various timings in 2017) 
NEW Native Plants – A cooperative program for developing, evaluating, and increasing native plant materials 
for northeast Wyoming 
BURGERS, ETC. AT HISTORIC WYARNO EXPERIMENT FARM 
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WY Section SRM Working Groups:  Together is Better 
By WY Section Council 
 
Greetings SRM Members! 
First and foremost, thank you for volunteering for the positions you help with or lead for the WY 
SRM!  The WY Section would not function without individuals who are passionate about 
rangelands that are also willing to contribute towards betterment of the Section as well as 
working together towards Range Management awesomeness across the state! 
Member participation has been a recent topic of discussion at both the state and parent society 
level.  Wyoming SRM Council Members have looked into various ways to encourage 
participation among members as well as to enhance the efficiency of our current volunteers 
serving on various committees.  Since those discussions, the Council has assigned committees to 
“working groups”.   This is looked at as an opportunity to address concerns expressed among 
section members as to how the WY Section will accomplish current tasks and efficiently 
function with a reduced amount of memberships and seeming reduction of members who are 
active in day-to-day Section operations.   One would suggest that creativity and excitement for 
what the committees are charged with may increase when the amount of “one-man committees” 
is reduced and we encourage one another to work together a little more.   
Our Wyoming Section has approximately 22 committees; few of these being run by a team, thus 
many are run by one person.  In some cases, existing committees acting as sub-committees could 
potentially have greater function and interaction among many members. The idea behind this 
“restructure” is to promote interaction and cohesion of WY Section Members, by assigning 
committees to a “working group”. 

1) Executive Council 
a. Annual Meeting (planning, etc) 

i. Council members would have supporting roles 
ii. Chair Clay Wood (Incoming President) 

b. Awards 
i. Awards are voted on by council, that’s why it’s here 
ii. Chair Mae Smith (Past President) 

c. Budget & Financials 
i. This also gets voted on by council and is ultimately council’s responsibility 
ii. Chair Martin Curry/Blaine Horn 
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2) Student Activities Working Group (BJ Bender- Council Liasion) 
a. High School Youth Forum  Shari Meeks 
b. Plant ID Exam  Dan Rodgers 
c. URME  Justin Derner, Mae Smith, Jessica Crowder 
d. Range Cup  Brian & Rachel Mealor 
e. Student Speaking  Jim Waggoner 
f. Scholarships  Dan Rodgers 
g. WYRED (Sub-Committee for sure)  Marji Patz, Mae Smith, Martin Curry, Rex 

Lockman, Brian Mealor, Rachel Mealor, Jake Powell, Will Rose 
3) Outreach, Info & Education Working Group (Bree Lind- Council Liasion) 

a. Trainings & Events (ESD, Range School, booths, etc)  Bryan Christensen, 
b. Newsletter (publishing)  Brian Sebade 
c. Website (function, maintenance, etc)  Bree Lind, Mae Smith 
d. Producer Affairs   Joe Budd 
e. YPC  Vacant 

4) SRM Operations Working Group (Shari Meeks- Council Liaison) 
a. Fundraising Clay Wood 
b. Handbook  John Likins 
c. Historian/Archive  Mike Smith 
d. Membership  Chuck Butterfield 
e. Nominations  Terry Booth 

It is highly recommended for Working Groups to meet on a quarterly basis (more or less often as 
needed) and update the council with meeting notes/minutes.    Anticipate a call from your 
council liaison as we look forward to meeting and helping each other achieve the goals and 
objectives of the tasks set before us. 
Please feel free to send comments or concerns to your Council Representative.  We look forward 
to working together and fulfilling our call to SRM Awesomeness! 
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